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Karen Jacobs, Ben Wyatt, Michael Ottaviano, Cronje Wolvaardt and Cedric Jacobs at Carnegie’s Northam
solar project sod turning.

The owners of a large-scale solar farm in WA’s Wheatbelt have taken a punt on the health
of the State’s biggest wholesale electricity market by pushing ahead with the project
despite having no oﬀtake partner.
In what is believed to be a ﬁrst for an energy project in WA, Carnegie Clean Energy will
develop the 10MW Northam solar farm, about 100km east of Perth, on a merchant basis
and sell the power it generates into the spot market.
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The $17 million project is a joint venture between Carnegie, which made its name as a
pioneer of wave energy technology, Indigenous Business Australia and Perth Noongar
Foundation.
It will involve the installation of 34,000 solar panels across 25ha and be built by the joint
venture between Carnegie subsidiary Energy Made Clean and developer Lendlease.
Construction is expected to ﬁnish by November.
Carnegie chief executive Michael Ottaviano said the decision to roll the dice on a
merchant play might seem a risky one but the company was conﬁdent it could be
proﬁtable trading in the spot market.
The solar farm will beneﬁt from several other revenue sources, including Large-scale
Generation Certiﬁcates under the renewable- energy target, and credits from the
capacity market.
Crucially, he said the Northam solar farm was evidence of the growing viability of green
energy projects, which he argued could now compete with conventional generators on
their own merits.

7News Update
Search for Geraldton gunman comes to an end
https://thewest.com.au/business/renewable-energy/no-offtake-deal-but-wheatbelt-solar-farm-shines-on-ng-b88780399z

2/6

3/25/2018

No offtake deal but Wheatbelt solar farm shines on | The West Australian

iiNet releases new entertainment bundle
iiNet

Sponsored

“We’re very comfortable taking on that risk, at least for the next few years,” Mr Ottaviano
said.
“After a couple of years when it’s got operational history, we may well choose to sign an
oﬀtake once it’s up and running.
“Carnegie may choose to sell down its interest as well at some point. You have got to
remember that solar power is cheap power, particularly once you bank your LGCs and
you’ve got your capacity stream.”
Energy Minister Ben Wyatt said the project was the realisation of long-held ambitions for
the private sector to take on more of the risks in developing power infrastructure. Up
until now, Mr Wyatt said too many generators had gone cap in hand to State-owned
power provider Synergy in a bid to underwrite their investments.
Mr Wyatt also said the Government’s planned shake-up of Western Power’s regulatory
regime would make it easier for green and edge-of-grid projects to be built.
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